FACTS  ABOUT  "MEDICARE" 

Your 

New  Health 
Insurance 

This  is  a  summary  of  the  most  important 
facts  about  health  insurance  for  people 
65  or  older.  Since  you  will  soon  be  65^ 
read  this  leaflet  carefully  to  learn  about 
your  benefits  under  the  hospital  insur- 
ance part  of  the  program  and  what 
you  need  to  do  in  order  to  get  medical 
insurance  to  help  you  pay  your  doctor 
bills. 
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Nearly  everyone  65  or  older  is  eligible 
for  medicare.  You  may  be  eligible  even  if 
you  have  never  worked  under  social  secur- 
ity or  even  if  you  are  still  working  and  do 
not  wish  to  retire.  The  two  parts  to  this 
health  insurance  protection  are : 

*  Hospital  Insurance — to  help  pay  your 
bills  when  you  need  to  go  to  the  hospital. 
It  also  helps  to  pay  for  certain  skilled 
nursing  care  and  other  follow-up  services 
in  an  extended  care  facility  after  you  have 
been  in  a  hospital;  for  health  services  in 
your  home  after  you  leave  the  hospital  or 
extended  care  facility;  and  for  outpatient 
hospital  diagnostic  services  when  you  go  to 
a  hospital  for  tests  but  do  not  need  to  stay 
overnight, 

*  Medical  Insurance — to  help  you  pay 
your  doctor  bills,  no  matter  where  the  doc- 
tor treats  you — at  home,  in  a  hospital,  at 
his  office,  or  elsewhere.  This  insurance 
also  helps  you  pay  for  a  number  of  other 
medical  items  and  services  not  covered 
under  the  hospital  insurance  program. 

The  medical  insurance  plan  is  voluntary. 
You  decide  whether  to  sign  up  for  this 
protection.  If  you  sign  up,  you  pay  $3  a 
month — half  the  cost  of  the  insurance — 
and  the  Federal  Government  pays  another 
$3  a  month  for  you.  The  premiums  do  not 
start  until  the  month  your  coverage 
begins. 

When  you  reach  65: 

•  You  will  be  covered  for  hospital  insur- 
ance automatically  since  you  have  al- 
ready established  your  entitlement  to 
social  security  benefits. 

But 

•  You  will  have  the  medical  insurance 
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you  reach  65,  any  health  insurance  you 
have  now  will  probably  be  changed.  You 
should  get  in  touch  with  your  insurance 
agent  or  the  office  where  you  pay  your 
health  insurance  premiums  for  specific 
information. 

YOUR  HEALTH  INSURANCE  CARD 

•  You  will  receive  a  health  insurance 
card  by  mail.  This  card  will  show  that 
you  have  hospital  insurance;  and  if 
you  sign  up  for  medical  insurance,  the 
same  card  will  show  that  you  also 
have  medical  insurance. 

•  After  you  are  65,  whenever  you  use 
any  of  the  services  covered  by  this  pro- 
gram, show  your  health  insurance  card 
to  the  people  at  the  hospital,  doctor's 
office,  or  any  other  place  you  receive 
services  that  are  covered. 

•  You  will  also  receive  a  copy  of  Your 
Medicare  Handbook.  Your  handbook 
will  explain  how  benefits  are  paid  un- 
der the  program  and  will  give  detailed 
instructions  on  how  to  file  a  medicare 
claim. 

PLEASE  RETURN  THE  ENCLOSED  CARD 
IF  YOU  WANT  MEDICAL  INSURANCE 

Check  the  YES  block  on  the  enclosed 
card,  SIGN,  and  return  it  in  the  enclosed 
postage-free  envelope. 

IF  YOU  DO  NOT  WANT 
MEDICAL  INSURANCE 

Check  the  NO  block  on  the  enclosed 
card,  SIGN,  and  return  it  in  the  enclosed 
postage-free  envelope  so  that  we  will 
know  you  have  had  a  chance  to  consider  it. 
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IF  YOU  SIGN  UP  FOR  IT.  , 


YOUR  HOSPITAL  INSURANCE 


ity  may  be  a  skilled  nursing  home  or  a 
convalescent  section  of  a  hospital;  but 
in  either  case  it  must  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  law.)  Your  hospital  in- 
surance will  pay  for  all  covered  services 
for  the  first  20  days  of  care,  and  all  but 
$5  daily  for  the  next  80  days.  You  -mW 
be  covered  for  extended  care  services 
only  after  you  have  been  in  a  hospital 


WHAT  SERVICES  ARE  NOT  COVERED? 

Hospital  insurance  will  give  you 
protection  against  the  high  cost  of  il 
after  you  are  65,  but  it  will  not  pay  s 


Doctor  bills-including  those  of  hospital 
staff  doctors— unless  you  also  enroll  for 
medical  i 
Custodial  i 


»  Cost  of  first  3  pints  of  blood 
►  Items  furnished  for  vour  convenience, 
such  as  a  telephone  or  television  m 

Payments  wilt  ordinarily  be  made  under 
he  hospital  msurance  program  only  for 
ervices  received  in  the  United  States, 
'uerto  Rico,  the  ^  irsm  Islands.  Guam,  and 
American  Sanma.  I'avments  for  emergency 
lospital  services  mav  be  made  in  border 
ireas   imnieiliatelv   outside   the  United 

iccessible  in  tlie  United  States  for  a  ben- 


YOUR  MEDICAL  INSURANCE 

insurance  will  also  help  pay  for  the 


RE  NOT  COVERED 


the  hospital,  doctor  s  office. 
Up  to  100  home  health  visits  e 
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PAYING  THE  PREMIUMS 


MEDICAL  INSURANCE 


have  now-  will  probably  be  ch:ing-ed.  "Vou 
should  get  in  touch  with  vour  insurance 
ajrent  or  the  office  wliere  vou  pay  vour 
health  insurance  premiums  for  specific 


YOUR  HEALTH  INSURANCE  CARD 


you  have  hospital  insurance:  and  if 

iiavc  medical  insurance. 
Alter  vou  are  65.  whenever  vou  use 
any  of  the  services  covered  by  this  pro- 
gi-am.  sho^v  your  he 
to  the  people  at  the  hospita 
office,  or  anv  other  place  y( 


YOU  HAVE  OTHER  HEALTH  INSURANCE 


ill  also  receive  a  copy  of  Your 
re  Hinulbook.  Your  handbook 
plain  how  benefits  are  paid  un- 
•  program  and  will  give  detailed 


the  enclosed 
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Sign  your  name  as  it  appears  on  the 
application  card. 

If  you  are  receiving  benefits  for  some- 
one else,  sign  your  name.  For  example,  if 
the  card  is  addressed  '^Bill  Jones  for  John 
Smith,"  Bill  Jones  should  sign  and  com- 
plete the  card. 

If  the  card  is  addressed  to  an  institu- 
tion, it  may  be  completed  and  signed  by 
an  authorized  official  of  the  institution. 
His  signature  should  be  followed  by  his 
title. 

IF  YOU  HAVE  QUESTIONS 

The  people  in  the  social  security  office 
are  there  to  help  you  with  any  problems 
you  may  have  —  on  medicare  or  any  other 
social  security  matter.  Do  not  hesitate  to 
call  on  them  if  you  need  to.  They  are  al- 
ways glad  to  be  of  assistance. 
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